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REVIEWS. 

Substitutes for the Saloon. By Raymond Calkins. An Investiga- 
tion Made for the Committee of Fifty under the Direction 
of Francis G. Peabody, Elgin R. L. Gould, and William M. 
Sloan, Subcommittee on Substitutes for the Saloon. Pp. 
xvi + 397. 

Perhaps no better service can be rendered to our readers than 
transcription of passages from the introduction. They will refresh 
memories that may have become hazy about the Committee of Fifty, 
and they will give the essential facts to those who lack the information. 

" This is the third volume issued by the direction of the Committee 
of Fifty for the Investigation of the Liquor Problem. The committee 
was organized in 1893 'to secure a body of facts which may serve as a 
basis of intelligent public and private action.' ' It is the purpose of 
the committee,' as its first announcement stated, ' to collect and collate 
impartially all accessible facts which bear upon the problem, and it is 
their hope to secure for the evidence thus accumulated a measure of 
confidence on the part of the community which is not accorded to 
partisan statements.' Thus, as was said by Mr. Charles Dudley Warner 
(Harper's Magazine, February, 1897), ' it was from the first understood 
that the prime business of the committee was, not the expression of 
opinion, or the advancing or advocacy of one theory or another, but 
strictly the investigation of facts without reference to the conclusions 
to which they might lead.' 

" The Committee of Fifty was at once divided into four subcommit- 
tees to consider respectively the physiological, legislative, ethical, and 
economic aspects of the drink question. The publications of the Com- 
mittee of Fifty have thus far been made in the name of these various 
subcommittees. The Legislative Subcommittee .... published in 

1897 The Liquor Problem in its Legislative Aspects The Economic 

Subcommittee .... published in 1 899 Economic Aspects of the Liquor 

Problem To each of these volumes was prefixed the following 

statement describing the relation of the Committee of Fifty to these 
special investigations : ' By vote of the Committee of Fifty, January 
10, 1896, reports made by its subcommittees to the whole body may be 
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published by authority of the executive committee as contributions to 
the general inquiry; but to all such publications is to be prefixed a 
statement that reports of subcommittees are to be regarded as prelimi- 
nary in their nature, and only contributory of facts upon which the 
general discussion may in the future be undertaken by the committee 
as a whole.' 

" The present volume has the same preliminary and contributory 

relation to the conclusions of the Committee of Fifty It may 

not unreasonably be asked how far this series of preliminary studies 
is to proceed, and how long the formal conclusion of the inquiry of 
the Committee of Fifty is to be postponed. To these questions it 
seems proper to answer that the Committee of Fifty hopes to complete 
its program of research within a year. The present volume is to be 
soon followed by another, presenting the results of the researches 
made by the Physiological Subcommittee, and on the basis of these 
four preliminary inquiries the Ethical Subcommittee will attempt to 
form some brief and general summary of the conclusions of the Com- 
mittee of Fifty. It will be remembered, however, that the committee 
was not organized to institute practical undertakings, but to set forth 
a body of verifiable truth, and that its work will be accomplished if it 
can furnish such evidence concerning the physiological, legislative, 
economic, and ethical aspects of the drink-habit as shall be both trust- 
worthy and suggestive. 

"The present volume differs in important respects from those 

prepared by the legislative and economic committees The 

problem approached is that of the saloon, and the single aspect of 
that problem which is considered is the contribution of the saloon to 

sociability The number of patrons of a saloon who are slaves 

of the drink-habit is by no means so great as the number who feel the 

natural cravings of the social instinct The poor man, however, 

finds no resource of recreation and change of scene so convenient or 
so persuasive as the saloon ; and the saloon, by every possible device, 
offers itself for the satisfaction of the social instinct. It is not only a 
place for drinking, but the agreeable center of gossip, curiosity, and 
excitement. 

"The inquiry now undertaken begins at this point. It assumes 
that no attack upon the saloon can hope for permanent effectiveness 
which does not take into account this satisfaction of the social instinct. 
It inquires whether there is any considerable competition with the 
saloon as a means of sociability. It asks whether anything can be 
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learned by experience or by observation as to effective methods of this 
social substitution. Thus the design of the following investigation 
has very definite limits. It is not an academic or technical, but strictly 
a utilitarian and practical inquiry 

"The first step in the investigation .... was the procuring of 
evidence from all parts of the country. The committee have endeavored 
to reach the most unprejudiced and the best-informed authorities in 
each community, and the responses to their demands have been pains- 
taking, sympathetic, and generous On the basis of these many 

and varied reports Mr. Calkins has prepared his successive chapters, 
discussing in succession the various possible substitutes for the saloon, 
and illustrating the advantages and disadvantages of each substitute by 
reference to the evidence put in his hands " 

To comment upon the contents of the volume would be virtually 
to anticipate the synthesis of the ethical subcommittee. Meanwhile it 
is enough to say that every fact stated in this volume deserves to be 
weighed by every person concerned with the problems of intemper- 
ance. The Committee of Fifty has already justified itself by its works. 

A. W. S. 



La me'thode historique applique'e aux sciences societies. Par Ch. 
Seignobos, Maitre de conferences a la Faculte des lettres 
de l'Universite de Paris. Paris: Felix Alcan. Pp.322. 

This work is in two parts : first, the historic method applied to 
documents of the social sciences ; second, the historic method and 
social history. The first part is virtually a re'sume' of the Introduction 
aux fetudes historiques, by Langlois and Seignobos, of which Henry 
Holt & Co. published a translation in 1898. The second part is said 
by the author to be "almost entirely new; it treats of matters little 
studied as yet, because they occupy a region intermediate between 
history and the social sciences ; it accordingly addresses at the same 
time two different publics, but it should interest rather the specialists 
in the social sciences than the historians." 

Professor Seignobos is a master in the field of historical method- 
ology. Indeed, the book above named, with Bernheim's Lehrbuch der 
historischen Methode, will no doubt rank without serious challenge as 
the most comprehensive and authoritative summaries of historiography 
from the French and German standpoints respectively. Of the first 
part of the book it is needless to speak. With reference to the second 



